
You didn’t really have to guess - when you had four or five people all 
standing there – what was happening. And there were some people that 
were cross, because they’d spent all their working lives there.  And for 
people in their late forties or fifties, they didn’t really have an option to 
retire – so they had to go out and find another job.  And if all you really 
knew was transformers and building transformers, what do you do?

Josie Reynolds. Born 1947, at HSPT 1989-2003)

I remember at the time thinking, well at least we don’t have to make 
any more people redundant.  I haven’t got to sit there in judgement of 
other people and say look sorry you’ve got to go, you can stay. We are all 
going now, we are all in the same boat. 

John Brown. Born 1947, at HSPT 1963-2003

CLOSURE
It was February 9th 2003 if you want the date, I remember it well, a Monday 
morning, two large cars appeared in the yard, the Chairman and the 
senior manager of the then FKI disappeared into the boardroom and a 
few moments, about 10 minutes later all the managers were invited to a 
meeting in the boardroom and we were told this announcement is about 
to be made, would you please not go and tell the people, we want to do it 
ourselves at a full factory meeting but we thought you should know first.

Michael Lewis. Born 1940, at HSPT 1963 – 2003

The number of employees was going down steadily.  At one time there was over a thousand there, 
and when I left if must have been down to about four hundred; it went even lower I believe.  This was 
caused by greater efficiency, greater machinery, so a lot of the labour-intensive jobs were cut.   

Maurice Woollard. Born 1922, at HSPT 1936-1985

On the 9th of May the vast majority went – so that was a Friday, and 
what happened was that we all got in and they started sending them 
home – slowly – obviously; in different units where they were working, 
because they didn’t want everybody walking out of the factory together; 
they didn’t want any trouble.  I didn’t see much anger – I saw sorrow, not 
really anger.

Josie Reynolds. Born 1947, at HSPT 1989-2003

If so many people are made redundant it’s considered a major 
redundancy.  So that meant that straightaway we had access to like 
the labour exchange (as I still call it) and they brought in an agency to 
look after the people to find them other work. I took the lorry-driving 
course and found other work.

John Brown. Born 1947, at HSPT 1963-2003

It was an era of good engineering that had just disappeared – and it’ll 
never get back again.  And I think, as a country, we’ll pay the price for 
this in years to come, because there’s a shortage of transformer manu-
facturers in this country; there’s only one that now manufactures large 
transformers, and that’s owned by a French firm.

Barry Mingay. Born 1944, at HSPT 1959-2003

The first thing the world wanted was food, of course, and then the printed word, and then 
they want electricity – power – they must have electrical power.  The whole world’s screaming 
out for it.  And we supplied all that material; and they decided to close down.  Tragedy!

Albert Bale. Born 1913, at HSPT 1965-2000
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